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Ontario Fire Service Advisory Committee 
(Section 21 Committee) 

FINAL MINUTES 
June 18 - 19, 2008   

 
Meeting at the Timmins Fire Department, Timmins 
 
Commencing at Noon on Wednesday, June 18, 2008 
 
Present:  
Chris Powers   OAFC – Committee Co-Chair 
Daryl Stephenson  OPFFA – Committee Co-Chair 
Ellard Beaven  OPFFA 
Andy Kostiuk   OAFC 
Richard McCurdy  OPFFA 
Rod McEachern  FFAO 
Shayne Mintz  OAFC 
Gerry Pedwell  OPFFA 
Julie Shott   AMO 
 
Wayne Sutherland  MHSA (Observer) 
 
Karen Hanna   MOL Facilitator 
 
Regrets: 
Terry Allen  AMO 
Ed Godden   OFM 
Matt Pegg   OAFC 
Darren Storey  FFAO 
 

 
1.  Review of Minutes from April 24-25, 2008 
There was an amendment to Item 3; Flashover Information.  With the amendment made, the 
minutes were accepted. 

ACTION:  Karen to finalize the minutes and distribute for posting on the websites. 
 

2.  Business Arising from the Minutes 
Wayne provided an update on the Municipal Health and Safety Association’s Sector Specific 
JHSC Certified Member Training.  There were two more sector specific courses held in 
Waterloo and Clarington.  There were some suggestions made to modify the program; once 
modified, the program will go to the Workplace Safety and Insurance Board for approval.  With 
respect to the possibility of an MOL review of the study by Heggies entitled “Compartmental 
Fire Behaviour Training Exposure Study”, Karen noted that she has not yet received specific 
questions to pose to the MOL Provincial Hygienist.  These questions are required to determine 
whether a review is possible. 
 
3.  Draft GN – Fires in Dust Collectors and Hoppers 
Shayne distributed the draft GN to the Committee for discussion.  Karen outlined the 
requirements of Section 65 of the Regulations for Industrial Establishments pertaining to 
collectors of aluminum, magnesium or other fine dust of an easily ignitable nature and 
referenced the MOL Alert on Fires in Dust Collectors and Hoppers (excerpted in Appendix E of 
the manual).  Andy distributed the Toronto Fire Services OG on Hoppers and Silos. 
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ACTION:  Shayne and Wayne to amend the GN and bring it to the next meeting.   
 
4.  Draft GN – Trench Rescue Awareness 
Daryl distributed the draft GN to the Committee for discussion.  It was noted that the intent of 
the GN is for awareness level only. 

ACTION:   Karen to send the GN out for comment. 
    

5.  Draft GN - Prevention of Falls from Fire Apparatus 
The item was deferred to the next meeting. 

ACTION:  Karen to place this item on the agenda for the next meeting. 
 
6.  Comparison of CGSB and NFPA Bunker Gear Standards 
Andy indicated that the 1988 CGSB Standard that is cited in O. Reg. 714/94 Firefighters – 
Protective Equipment cannot be found; the closest comparator is the 2001 edition of the 
standard.  The citing of an outdated standard is the regulation continues to be a problem for 
the fire service and the Committee agreed that the Co-Chairs would write to the Minister of 
Labour about this issue. 

ACTION:  The Co-Chairs will write to the Minister of Labour to express their concerns 
about O. Reg. 714/94. 

 
7.  Review of GN #6-1 (4) Persons Riding on Fire Apparatus Tailboards 
Andy questioned whether this GN is required being that many fire departments no longer have 
vehicles equipped with tailboards.  In addition, Section 8 (2) of O. Reg. 714/94 indicates that 
tailboard riding has not been allowed since December 1999.  It was decided that the GN 
should be watermarked as rescinded and a reference is to be made to GN #1-1 (10) Fire Truck 
Occupant Safety. 

ACTION:   Karen to make the required changes.  
 
8.  Review of GN #6-7 (22) Driving Skills for Emergency Apparatus Response 
Andy tabled this item for discussion by the Committee.  It was decided that the bullet point that 
states “seat belts are required to be worn during practical training exercises” should be deleted 
and that a reference should be made to GN #1-1 (10) Fire Truck Occupant Safety.   

ACTION:   Karen to make the required changes. 
 
9.  Revision to GN #3-2 (7) Asbestos Exposure in Firefighting 
Karen presented MOL amendments GN #3-2 (7) Asbestos Exposure in Firefighting.  The 
Committee agreed that the Co-Chairs would write to the Minister of Labour to express the 
concerns of the Committee regarding O. Reg. 278/05 Regulation respecting Asbestos on 
Construction Projects and in Buildings and Repair Operations. 

ACTION:  The Co-Chairs will write to the Minister of Labour to express their concerns 
about O. Reg. 278/05. 

 
10.  Flashover Simulator Training 
Richard provided information from the Redmond Symposium and distributed information on the 
chemical composition of wood smoke.  A discussion took placed regarding the different 
materials that can be used in flashover simulators.  It was noted that particle board is not to be 
used in live fire training, per NFPA 1403, and that pressure treated wood or other materials 
known to contain insecticides should not be used in flashover simulators.  Shayne shared with 
the Committee the experiences that Markham Fire and Emergency Services have had with 
flashover training; the importance of training, the need to limit exposure, and to exercise proper 
hygiene practices.  Karen indicated that GN #7-1 (18) Health and Safety During Training 
Exercises states that there be a plan for every exercise; this should include flashover training 
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where performed by fire departments.  Also, Karen noted the requirements of GN #7-2 (27) 
Training Requirements.  Precautions during emergency situations are also outlined in GN #6-6 
(19) Flashover.  
 
11.  Letter from Lorraine Shaw, McMaster University 
Lorraine Shaw from McMaster University wrote to the Section 21 Committee on June 12, 2008, 
to inform the Committee that the grant application had been approved by the Workplace Safety 
and Insurance Board for the first three phases of the project “Determination of Ontario 
Firefighters’ Exposure to Particulate, Volatile and Semivolatile Organics During Fire Fighting 
Including Measurements of Air Concentrations, Skin Concentrations and PAH Metabolites in 
Urine”.  She thanked the Committee for the support that their respective associations provided 
for the project.  She indicated that periodic updates on the study will be given to the various 
associations involved. 
    
12.  OAFC Website Information 
Chris discussed with the Committee various issues with the OAFC website.  The Committee 
agreed that the all of the websites containing the Section 21 materials should include the 
whole manual, each of the GNs individually, minutes of the Section 21 meetings and various 
discussion papers that the Committee has been involved with. 

ACTION:  Section 21 Committee members are to discuss with their associations the 
manner in which Section 21 materials are presented on their association websites. 

 
13.  Article – “Firefighter Basics for Infection Control”  
Karen shared with the Committee, for information, an article that the MOL Provincial Physician 
wished to share with the Committee entitled “Firefighter Basics for Infection Control”. 

    
14.  Update on the Markham Fire and Emergency Services Fire Truck Incident  
Shayne shared with the Committee an update on the vehicle collision that occurred with a 
Markham fire truck in May 2008.  Shayne noted that due to the use of seat belts by the 
firefighters, it minimized the injuries sustained by the firefighters during the collision. 
 
15.  MOL Report 

• Karen reported that Sophie Dennis is the Assistant Deputy Minister of the 
Operations Division. 

• Karen that “Safe At Work Ontario”, the new four year compliance strategy, was 
announced on June 11, 2008, by the Minister of Labour.  More information is on 
the MOL website. 

• Karen reported that there is a new MOL Heat Stress Guideline, announced on 
June 5, 2008.  Karen can included this is Appendix D of the manual. 

• To thank the Timmins Fire Department for hosting the June Section 21 
Committee meeting, a letter will be sent to Fire Chief Mike Pintar. 

 
 
 
 
Next Meeting 
 
To be held on October 1-2, 2008, at Stage West, Mississauga. 


